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GARDIM  SLOGS 


There  are  three  species  of  slugs  found  infesting  gardens  in  the  United 
States.     The  largest  one  is  known  as  the  Spotted  Garden  Slug   (Limax  roaximus 
Linn.).     Specimens  have  been  found  seven  inches  in  length.    It  is  found  at- 
tacting  lettiice  at  night  being  seldom  seen  in  the  day  time.     During  the  day 
time  the  slugs  secrete  themselves  under  boards  and  similar  material  which 
affords  them  at  least  semidarkness . 

They  can  ba  easily  carried  into  greenhouses  where  they  will  work  the  year 
round  upon  flower  pots  and  even  the  plants  themselves.     Outrioors  and  in  green- 
houses they  can  frequently  be  traced  to  their  hiding  places  by  following  the 
trail  of  slime  they  have  left  on  boards,  walks  and  the  ground. 

The  common  slugs  have  but  few  natural  enemies  so  there  is  little  natur  al 
control.    Toads,  however,  have  been  observed  eating  them. 

In  the  west  the  garden  slugs  have  been  successfully  controlled  by  the  use 
of^a  poison  bait.     One  such  bait  which  just  recently  has  been  developed  and 
quite  successfully  used,   is  the  mixing  of  on©  pound  of  calcium  arsenate  with  six- 
teen pounds  of  i^/heat  bran  and  moistened  ?d.th  enough  water  to  make  a  heavy  mash. 
Care  should  be  taken  not  to  get  the  bait  too  wet.     The  mash  shoiild  fall  apart 
when  it  falls.     The  poison  mash  should  be  scattered  about  the  infested  area  in 
the  evening,  using  care  to  make  the  particles  of  bait  very  small.     Where  pos- 
sible the  ground  should  be  sprinkled  each  evening  for  the  nezt  five  or  six  days. 
This  keeps  the  bait  fresh  and  in  this  condition  the  slugs  will  consume  it. 
The  poison  is  sloi?  acting  and  results  from  an  application  should  not  be  judged 
for  at  least  two  or  three  days.     It  is   reported  that  ninety-seven  percent  of  a 
clean-up  resulted  from  the  use  of  this  poison  bait.     Another  western  worker  re- 
ports the  successful  use  of  finely  chopped  lettuce,  use  at  the  rate  of  sixteen 
pounds  to  one  pound  of  calcium  arsenate.     This  last  would  probably  not  be  as 
effective  as  the  first.     Both  these  baits  are  poisonous  to  livestock,  includ- 
ing the  chickens,  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  such  baits  safely  from  stock  and 
irresponsible  persons. 

Bordeaux  Mixture  when  applied  to  plants  serves  as  a  repellent  to  slugs. 
A  liberal  application  of  hydrated  lirne  will  kill  the  slugs,  in  this  case  the* 
slug's  body  must  be  covered  with  the  dust.     All  waste  crops  should  be  cleaned 
up  and  destroyed.  ;  .  -  ■ 


